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Passion/Palm sunday

 Passion/Palm Sunday is on April 1st this year and the worship services 
will be a little different than normal. We hope that it will be a memorable 
difference (in a good way).  That particular Sunday is all about remembering 
Jesus' last week leading up to and including his crucifixion. 
 Our 9:00am service will focus on the triumphal entry and the footwashing 
teaching of Jesus.  From there we will move out into the lobby area and share 
in Holy Communion.  At about 10:30am our worship will continue as we move 
into the sanctuary and focus on the passion of Jesus.  You are obviously invited 
to worship in all three "stations," but for various reasons you may choose only 
one or two of the opportunities on this Sunday morning.
 We recognize that there will be many challenges to keep logistics and 
distractions from getting in the way of worship, but we felt that the opportunity 
for creativity and a rich experience was worth the risk.  There may be other 
difficulties, but the one that is most obvious is the sharing of Communion in 
the lobby and the movement of people into and out of that space.  Part of the 
overall worship experience might be "the crowds," but we hope that those 
reading this will come with a desire to look for ways to keep things somewhat 
smooth.    

EastEr sunrisE at PionEEr (Park that is!)

 This year we will be joing other Christians in Walla 
Walla to celebrate Christ's resurrection at 7:00am at Pioneer 
Park on Easter morning, April 8th.  Pioneer UMC's own 
Pastor Tom will be bringing the message, and we will have 
musicians helping to lead music.  If you are an able-bodied 
early riser, there is opportunity to help with setting up chairs.  
If you are interested, please call the church office and we 
will give you details.  Set up will begin at about 5:00am.    



"Another 
Cup"

1 - Don Coyle
3 - Mary Lou Jenkins

4 - Louis Perry
5 - Nathan Gerbino

8 - Robb Lincoln
8 - Simon Unck

8 - Susan Kralman
9 - Noah Hinz

10 - Katherine Gilvey
11 - Tim May

12 - Scott Pritcher
13 - Gerry Crawford

14 - Eli Gibbard
16 - Haruo (Gus) Kajita

17 - Gary Bainter
17 - Les Echtenkamp

18 - Bettye Fisher
18 - Dennis Saul

20 - LaVonne Reser
22 - Len Isaacs
23 - Mia Powell

24 - Peggy McClung
25 - MacKenzie Riley
29 - Ashley Schirmer

29 - Mike Howell
30 - Mary Patton
31 - Pam Elliott

March

March  21st

I sometimes find myself being overwhelmed and 
not by any one big thing, big emotion, big project 

or big challenge.  It is just that there is so much to 
learn, so much to do, so much to be thankful for, 
so much complexity, so many broken/hurting/lost 
people, so many needs, so many challenges, so many 
obstacles, so many opportunities, so many missteps, 
so many wrong turns, so many misunderstandings and 
so much grief.  What to do when it is more than being 
merely too busy?  Sometimes - I just push it down and move on...I just don't have 
the time or desire to deal with it.  Usually if I do this one too many times in a row, I 
find my impatience, my anger, my sadness and my cynicism too close to the surface.  
Sometimes - I find that all I want to do is to pull the covers over my head and call in 
sick. Or I just get paralyzed and nihilistic. So what to do positively?
●	 I	reach	for	my	scriptural	comforts	like...
	 ○	 Psalm	131:1-3	-	My	heart	is	not	proud,	Lord,	my	eyes	are	not		 	
 haughty; I do not concern myself with great matters or things too wonderful   
 for me. But I have calmed and quieted myself, I am like a weaned    
 child with its mother; like a weaned child I am content. Israel, put your hope  
	 in	the	Lord	both	now	and	forevermore.
	 ○	 Matthew	6:33	-	but	seek	first	the	Kingdom	of	God		and	God's		 	
 righteousness and the rest will be added to you
	 ○	 Matthew	11:28-30	-	Come	to	me,	all	you	who	are	weary	and			 	
 burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn   
 from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your  
 souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.
	 ○	 and	Matthew	5:6		-	Blessed	are	those	who	hunger	and	thirst	for		 	
 righteousness, for they will be satisfied
●	 I	look	to	Jesus	who	would	get	up	extra	early	and	go	spend	some	time	with		 	
 His Father on a mountaintop or wilderness place.
●	 I	remind	myself	that	God	is	God	and	I	am	not.		You	know...the	obvious	stuff!	
	 God	has	given	me	only	this	day.		God	has	given	me	particular	dreams,
 particular gifts and particular arenas of ministry and I can choose to trust
	 God	and	y'all	for	the	rest.		(Stay	tuned,	as	I	hear	there	is	coming	this	Fall	to
	 Pioneer	a		learning	opportunity	to	help	people	to	discover	their	unique,	God			
 given, giftedness and calling)
●	 I	see	on	the	bulletin	board	the	note	a	very	good	friend	gave	me	as	a		 	 	
 reminder - "Dear Tom, You are not ultimately and completely responsible 
	 for	everything.		That	is	my	job.	Love,	God."
●	 I	hang	out	with	friends	who	love	to	laugh.

So, I confess to you, that sometimes I suffer from spiritual autism or the struggle to 
filter and focus; but thanks be to Jesus who is ready to hear our prayers and bring 
forth	healing.		Like	an	addict,	I	can	always	feel	the	"too	much	and	too	many"	always	
beckoning in my peripheral vision - waiting for the invitation to once again overwhelm.  
May Jesus and His way, His truth and His life remain my focus and may I take up only 
the yoke He will give to me as my gentle and humble-hearted Master.

	 	 	 	 	 For	the	Living	of	These	Days,
     Pastor Tom



March 17, 1984
Greg & Shareen Knowles

March 18, 1982
Tom & Kimm Krebs

March 21, 1959
Len & Shirley Isaacs

March 24, 1986
Gary & Denise Marr

March 27, 1986
Bob Pruett 

& 
Christy Clark

You are cordially 
invited to the 

wedding of 
Gwen Greethurst 

and 
Roger Mann 

on the 30th of 
March, 2012 at 

6pm at the 
First Baptist Church
1107 Wright Avenue

Richland, WA
No gifts please. 

Save the Date!
Women’s Spring Tea

Monday, April 16, 7-8:30pm
Tickets go on sale beginning 
March 18 after each service.

Way	to	go	church!		You	may	recall,	last	fall	your	finance	committee	was	
concerned about meeting our church obligations with the income we were 
receiving.  A stewardship letter went to the church family and you responded 
in a most excellent way.  Pioneer Church was able to pay all apportionments, 
obligations,	and	bills;		closing	out	2011	with	a	financial	cushion	for	2012.		
Your	tithes	and	offerings	for	January	2012	have	increased	from	January	2011.		

Like	the	signs	of	spring	there	are	new	shoots	of	mission	happening	within	
the	congregation,	i.e.,	the	Monday	Lunch	program,	the	local	mission	projects	
sponsored	by	the	Growth	Group	Study	Teams	and	the	sponsorship	of	the	
Walk	with	Christ	for	the	youth.		Each	of	these	are	ways	to	show	God's	love	to	
our	brothers	and	sisters,	sharing	the	Good	News	in	a	very	meaningful	way.	

If you still have a pledge card or need a pledge card please stop by the office 
and fill it out or drop your card in the offering plate on Sunday.  The pledge 
card gives the finance committee some insight as to the funds that will be
available going forward, additionally the

pledge gives you a way of being more intentional 
with your commitment to Pioneer United Methodist 
Church and making disciples of Jesus Christ.  

Peace and Joy, your Pioneer 
UMC Finance Committee

A MESSAGE FROM YOUR FINANCE COMMITTEE

 Please join us as we share a special Thursday evening with our 
neighboring churches during Lent.  Each event will begin with a simple 
meal at 5:00pm followed by a Holden Evening Prayer service at 6pm.  
Each week, the service will move to another downtown church. 

 March 1 St. Pauls Episcopal              Rev. Cecilia McKean
 March 8 First Congregational Rev. Tom Telfer
 March 15 Pioneer UMC               Rev. Birch Rambo
 March 22 Central Christian  To be announced
 March 29 To be announced  Rev. Roland Shanks

Pastors will take turns giving the evening message.  Come share with 
our brothers and sisters from nearby churches and make Lent a special 
time of spiritual renewal.

Holden Evening Prayer Service

Save the Date!
Vacation Bible School -- July 23-27



Donald Forrest Coyle 
will be celebrating 
his 90th birthday, 
March 1st.  He was 

born March 1, 1922 to 
Walter and Anna Coyle.  

He was baptized at 
1 month at Pioneer 

Methodist. He joined 
the church at the age 
of 12 years. Pioneer 
Methodist Church 

has been his church 
for these 90 years 
and will continue.

His family invites you 
to come share this 

“Special Day with Him”.
Open house will be 

Saturday, March 3rd, 
1 to 3pm at Donald’s 

home, 2200 Coyle 
Lane, at the junction of 
Reser & Kendall Road.

Youth Lock-In
March 16-17

All youth grades 7-12 are 
invited to a Lock-In at the 
church beginning Friday, 
March 16th at 10 pm and 
lasting until Saturday, 

March 17th at 7 am.  It will be an evening 
full of fun and games as we watch 
movies, play group games, make new 
friends, have a midnight snack and goof 
off.  You don’t want to miss all the fun!  
Please bring a 12 pack of soda to share 
with the group and as many friends as 
you can wrangle up!  Can’t wait to see 
you there!

GROWTH   GROUPS

A small gathering of people that meet weekly to 
encourage each other to grow as disciples of Jesus 
through scripture, prayer, mission, sharing the 
good news, and inviting others to join us as we are 
sent by Christ.

It has been a joy to be a part of each of the 5 
introductory	Growth	Groups	these	past	two		months.			

I have been blessed, challenged, and encouraged by being with others who desire 
to be Christ's more each day.   Tom and I have learned a lot and do appreciate 
the willingness of the people attending to discover with us ways in which we 
can	grow	as	disciples	and	work	together	to	bring	the	Kingdom	of	God	near.

Each of the groups has chosen a way in which to serve together in the next 
month.	 	 The	 areas	 of	 service	 will	 be	 a	 Parent’s	 Night	 Out	 (invitations	 will	
be given to families involved with Tot Spot and Pioneer UMC); Habitat for 
Humanity; individual care packages for newly released STAR clients; sorting 
and delivering donated commodities for low income apartment complex through 
Volunteer Chore Service; and assisting the Police Department in distributing 
neighborhood safety information.  We are looking forward to the time spent 
together and serving together in Christ's name.

A two-week break has been scheduled for March 5th – March 18th.   We will 
begin meeting again the week of March 19th.  Schedules and locations are not 
set at this time, but if you are interested in hosting, facilitating, participating in 
a group, or have questions, please e-mail me at ggpioneerww@gmail.com; call 
the	church	office	at	(509)	525-1870;	or	note	your	connection	card	on	Sundays	
with your interest or questions.
                                                                                In Christ,
                                                                                Jan Telfer                                                
           

CONNECT      *       GROW     *     SERVE     *     SHARE

Praying the 
ScriPtureS is a 
small group that uses 
guided imagery with 
the scriptures.  They 
will be meeting every 
Tuesday evening in 
March from 7-9pm at 
the home of Marline 
Crites, 1435 Stettler 
Place.  The scriptures 
in March will focus 
on Lent.  If you have 
questions please call 
Marline at 526-6994.



The March Women’s 
Fellowship will be 
Wednesday, March 

7th at 1pm.  No 
refreshments will be 
provided, so you are 
asked to bring a sack 
lunch.  Beverages will 

be provided.  If you 
would like to attend 

and need a ride, 
please call Winnie 
Clark at 529-5028.  
Ladies, you are all 
invited to join us.

PIONEER’S UNITED METHODIST
WOMEN

Did you know that the UMW unit at Pioneer
received THE SILVER UNIT AWARD FOR
2011?  That meant the women went above and
beyond the typical requirements to meet the
Seven	Rivers	District	standards!		And	our	own

Margaret Halling was awarded THE UMW WOMAN OF THE YEAR
CERTIFICATE FOR 2011!		Way	to	go	Margaret!		She	has	logged	hours	&	
miles visiting shut-in members.  

UMW READING PROGRAM CERTIFICATES FOR 2011 from Seven Rivers
District were awarded to Robertta Hunt (Reading Plan 1), Sarah Burch (Reading
Plan	3),	and	Winnie	Clark	(Reading	Plan	4).		Congratulations	to	everyone!		

Pioneer’s UMW unit supports local mission projects throughout the year with
donations.		At	the	end	of	2011	there	was	an	additional	$500.00	left	in	their
account, so it was voted to contribute it to the following missions:  
	 Foster	Care	(CASA)	for	gift	cards	$200.00,	
	 Pantry	Shelf	Food	Bank	$200.00,	
	 YWCA	Women’s	Shelter	$100.00.

Pioneer’s UMW unit meets on the second Wednesday at noon in the parlor for a
potluck luncheon and brief meeting.  All of the women of the church are welcome,
invited,	and	encouraged	to	attend	this	fun	fellowship	group.		See	you	there!

The UniTed MeThodisT ChUrCh in nepal

Nepal	is	a	predominantly	Hindu	nation	in	a	region
north of India, high in the Himalayan Mountains.  The 
United Methodist Church now has 39 congregations
and 18 indigenous trained pastors.  The church is
steadily growing in this difficult area.

In	2008	the	church	was	able	to	purchase	a	large	building	that	has	served	as	a
sanctuary, offices, classrooms, parsonage, and guest rooms.  This building has
served as a training center for pastors and lay leaders throughout these years.

Its	purchase	was	made	possible	by	a	$100,000	grant	from	a	member	of	a
Methodist	church	in	New	Jersey	and	an	additional	gift	of	$114,000	from	our
Global	Ministries	Fund.		We	praise	God	for	the	gift	that	translated	into
blessing	for	thousands	of	Nepalese	people.

Can you help?
Barbara Pendell’s 
neighbors are in 
need of a couple 
dressers or chest 
of drawers.  If you 
have something 

you would like to 
donate to a worthy 

cause please 
contact Barbara 

at 522-0084.

Gifts	to	One	Great	Hour	of	Sharing	lay	the	foundation	for	all	of	
UMCOR’s work by covering the costs of doing business.  This means 
that	all	gifts	designated	to	specific	programs	can	go	100%	to	those	
programs because UMCOR’s basic expenses are covered.

Join United Methodists everywhere by participating in the special 
offering	that	supports	UMCOR’s	vital	work.		Your	gifts	to	One	Great	
Hour	of	Sharing	lay	the	foundation	for	UMCOR	to	manifest	God’s	
steadfast love throughout the world.

One Great Hour of Sharing --- March 18th
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Thank you all for all your prayers, love, concern, support,
cards, and presence throughout this challenging adventure
through health concerns.  We love our Pioneer family.

Thanks to all for the prayer support of Lill and me as we
travel together through our struggle with her lung cancer.
Praise God!

Love, Lill & Chuck Templeton

Thanks to people turning in 28 Bonus points Box Tops for
Education, a mid season mailing was made to Mc Curdy 
Mission School in New Mexico. Mailed February 21, 2012
were; 126 Soup labels, 192 Box Tops, plus the 28 bonus
points.  Thank you and please continue to collect these 
items for the next mailing. They can be deposited into the
cracker jar on the window sill in the parlor at any time.

UMW Secretary, Grace Peek

THANK YOU Hostesses for January.

We had 2 dinners and 1 luncheon in
January and were able to donate $426
to “Pioneer’s Kitchen”.  We have 2
dinners and 1 luncheon planned for
February.

Because I really like to be able to plan 
ahead I am asking for commitments 
for March; hopefully 2 dinners & 1 
luncheon.  It’s been a lot of fun and a 
really great chance to get acquainted.

Please call Rose at 525-1768 to make a
date.  Many thanks.

Rose Ringhoffer


